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IMNH established in 2007

Act no. 35/2007 for The Icelandic Museum
of Natural History

1. The Icelandic Museum of Natural
History is the property of the Icelandic
state and one of three Central Museums in
Iceland. A public, non-profit institute.

2. Objectives: shed light on nature in
Iceland, natural history, use of natural
resources and nature conservation, by
informing the geneal public via exhibition
and other means of media, including
printing and e-publishing.

The Musuem shall collect, record and
preserve natural items and data on nature,
and undertake research within its field.

The Museum shall collaborate closely with
its sister-institute – The Icelandic Institute
of Natural History.

The Icelandic Museum of Natural History operates under its own Special Act. 
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The Icelandic Museum of Natural History
Brynjolfsgata 5
105 Reykjavik



Blue whale
Balaenoptera musculus
Stranded at Ásbúðir, N-Iceland,
23.8.2010.

Length 23.7 m
Max bredth 9.5 m

Exhibition planning – Icelandic nature

26.8.2015 Nordic biodiversity Informatics Oslo 3



Priorities in database work

• Open access to the databases of the museum through gbif.net.

• Collect information on biological databases in Iceland and make
them available through gbif.net.

• Update Icelandic access to GBIF, biodiversity.is, where it is possible
to find in one place link to different databases on biodiversity.

• Finish strategic planning for research- and e-infrastructure at
government level (this autumn).
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ESIL - Ecological survey of Icelandic lakes
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The ESIL-project focuses on freshwater lakes.

There are approximately 1.850 freshwater
lakes in Iceland larger than 0,1 km2 and ca.
200 lakes larger than 1,0 km2.

The project started in 1992 and the database
contains information of about 80 lakes ≥ 1,0
km2, distributed all over the country.



ESIL – Aims of the project
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• To build up a database with standardized ecological information on main types of
Icelandic lakes. The database will include information on biology, limnology and
hydrogeology of lakes.

• A nation-wide database with ecological information will enhance scientific studies
in the field of ecological pattern-analysis and other work of comparative-approach, e.g.
questions pertaining to effects of environmental factors on the evolution and
adaptation of freshwater organisms.

• The database is a source and reference material for scientific research in the
future.

• The database is a computerized SQL-server and GIS-based storage of all data
obtained in the survey. The database will be accessible on the internet through
website-connection and by use of search-machines.

Natural History Museum of Kópavogur, Hólar - Agricultural Collage, University 
of Iceland, Institute of Freshwater Fisheries and Icelandic Museum of Natural 
History. 



Bioice - Systematic sampling of benthos
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“. 



The front of benthos d-base including Bioice
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University of Iceland, The Icelandic Institute of Natural History 
and The Marine Research Institute



Other benthos databases
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• There are databases on benthos that are
not connected to BIOICE.

• In Westfjords Natural History Institute on
marine invertibrates. Mostly data from
within fjords.

• An examle of sampling stations from a
fjord stystem in NW-Iceland.



Plant distribution - database
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The Icelandic Institute of Natural History

Example of relational database in ACCESS. CRUD system (copy, record, update, delete). 
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GBIF access to the Plant database
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• The plant database of The Icelandic Institute of Natural History has
been accessible through GBIF since 2005 and now accounts for over
500.000 entries.

• Other archives can easily be made accessible with/though GBIF.
Presently there are 265.147.555 data entries accessible and
searchable with/though GBIF at gbif.net.

• It is possible to search specific species and call forth distribution maps
and/or species list for specific areas.



Examble of processing from data base for puplic use 
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Distribution data of plants puplished on the internet though a browser conected to a/the database. 



Challenges
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Nature is prominent in Iceland (wilderness, fishing, nature-baes tourism, and
hydro- og and geothermal power), research on nature is of high standard,
computer literacy is high and the society highly digitalized.

However, the challenges we face in relation to e-infrastructure and
Biodiversity are:

1. Improve data sharing between research institutes (ongoing work),

2. Encourage academic dialogue on the Biodiversity concept (e.g. processes),

3. Improve public acces to Biodiversity data and information,

4. Raise public interest in the Biodiversity concept.


