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The roots @
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e |MNH founded in 2007 — offspring of Icelandic Society of Natural History (1887-89)
* One of 3 principal Museums (+ National Museum and National Gallery)
e Act of IMNH 35/2007 and Museums Act 141/2011

e Main role: Information sharing/dissemination:

,shed light on nature in Iceland, natural history, nature conservation and use of natural resources by
exhibitons, publication and other means of information sharing, in order to ensure sustainable use,
public access and presveration of the natural heritage in Iceland.”

e Main tasks/activity:

— collection, documentation, preservation, research, dissemination
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The roots n iy

ISLANDS

e |cel.Nat.Hist.Soc. founded 1887-89 in Copenhagen/Reykjavik
e Main ojcetive:
...,maintain a permanent exhibition on Icelandic nature for the nation...”

e The founders studied at University of Copenhagen with access to University Zoological
Museum, The Royal Natural History Museum and, from 1862, The Zoological Museum

Benedikt Grondal writer, nat. hist. Bjorn Bjarnarson attorney Stefan Stefansson botanist porvaldur Thoroddsen geogr., geol.
(1826-1907) (1853-1918) (1863-1921) (1855-1921)
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The Zoological Musuem
University of Copenhagen
Late 19t century. Centre of nat. hist.
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Ljésm. Olga Kolbrun Vilmundardottir

In Iceland
During 1889-2008 the precursor to IMNH relocated 8 times.
Sister-institute of IMNH (lcel. Inst. of Nat. Hist.) established in 1951,

but facilities for exhibitions insufficient untill 2018!
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Collaboration/Operation
e The Pearl is leased from Reykjavik city by private company The Pearl Museum Ltd.
e Contract with IMNH to operate on 350 m? 2nd floor for 15 years

e Starting cost (~ 2 million EURO) financed by IMNH/State + yearly running cost (ca.
130-170.000 Euro), including salaries, maint. of equipm. and temp. exhibitions.

IMNH pays no rent and is free of el., heating, water, cleaning and security
+ gets annual payment from The Pearl Musuem Ltd. amounting to salaries og 2
teachers/guides.

e WIN-WIN situation! — cooperation between private sector and state
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Why WATER?

Our vision and misson

e Life originated in water
e Not a commercial product, but a natural heritage

e Freshwater is one of Iceland “s most precious natural resource
- diverse types of water — unique types - high biodiversity

e The exhibiton shall reflect the diversity, beauty and wonders of the resource,
therby enhancing environmental awareness and respect for Nature

e Visitors take home better understanding of ecological interactions and
processes and the importance of sustainable use of freshwater
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Exampre% subjects: N -y ..‘
Freshwater as a resourcegBiodiversity in freshwater; Water and climate changé
gJ/ Water as a shaping ctor of landscape Water andwveather Evoiutlon of life.
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Outreach/Dissemination oy
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e Website (hmsi.is) — Facebook — Instagram
e Scientitific papers/journals

e Publication
— Nadttarufreedingurinn  (The Naural Historian). Periodical published with the
Icel.Nat.Hist. 4 issues a year.
— Books: Jon Gudmundsson leerdi (2016), Sigurdur borarinsson. Mynd af manni (2021)
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Research iy
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Basic, academic research fundamental to museums

Two main fields:
— Icelandic nature — characteristics, pecularities - biodiversity, climate change
— Natural history — literarian and historian studies — nature vision in the medieval

Projects

— BIODICE (biodice.is), national/international collaboration
1) Research; 2) Transfer of knowledge to education and policy for conservation and management;
3) Capacity building for research and transfer of knowledge.

. ®

Emphasis on freshwater ecology OG:::g:%
intraspecific diversity — plasticity - speciation E M B L IRRBRE
fish, invertebrates, waterfowl, ecosystems 030002000
®eg00000°

— Zooarcheology - archeology %®

Walrus studies (Odobenus rosmarus) + , Arfabét” & ,St6d“ ,Molecules to Ecosystems*
N-Atlantic right whale — collaboration with Nat.Hist. Denmark 5 year program 2022-26

Remains of oldest wooden boat in Iceland — Lake bingvallavatn

— Medieval Nature vision
Jén Gudmundsson laerdi (1574-1658) — place in Nordic/European scientific history
Nature vision in old literature (Edda verses, Book of Settlem. + others), 9.—16. century
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Future plans

New IMNH headquarters in Seltjarnarnes
To be opened 2023




Future plans @™

New IMNH headquarters in Seltjarnarnes
Protected area — nature reserves
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Future plans

New IMNH headquarters in Seltjarnarnes

Areal: 1363 m? (937 + 426 m?) + Grotta + enlargement (+1.800 m?)
Start-up cost 10—12.5 million Euros. To be opened 2023.
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Other plans M.%’}Lé‘iﬁki
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Ll STEINARIKID — mineral collections ‘
“ Exhibition by IMNH in Breiddalsvik, E-Iceland
Start-up cost ~ 240.000 Euro. To be opened in 2022?
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Volcano Musuem — Eldfjallasafnid
Stykkishélmur, Snafellsnes, W-Iceland
For sale! IMNH strives to acquire it
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THANK YOU'!

SARS-COV-2 virus
Severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2
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